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Byram Council votes to temporarily fill vacant seat
By JOE CARLSON
jcarlson@njherald.com
BYRAM — The Township
Council has elected to fill its
vacant seat that was left open
when former Councilman
Carlos Luaces resigned last
month, instead of leaving it
open until November’s general
election.
On Tuesday, the Council
unanimously voted to nominate resident David Gray to
temporarily fill the seat
through the end of the year.

With Byram being a Faulkner
Act municipality — one of the
12 forms of municipal government in New Jersey — state
law allows the council to
appoint a new member until
the next general election if a
current member resigns.
“I found that he had a great
interest of what is going on
in town,” Councilwoman Marie
Raffay said. “He has read minutes of our meetings and has a
grasp of what is going on in
town.”
Gray will sit on the council

until the November election,
where he can choose to run for
the seat or step down.
Gray was not present at
Tuesday’s meeting, but when
reached by phone afterward he
was pleased with the council’s
decision.
“I am glad they chose me,”
Gray said.
When he heard of the opening, Gray got in contact with all
of the members of the council
to express his interest.
“I live here in Byram with
my family. I have a lot of respect

for this town, and I want to
bring my experience as an
attorney to the town,” he said.
Gray, 35, has lived in Byram
for five years and is currently
the chairman of the township
Environmental Commission.
He said he hopes to bring
businesses to Byram and help
control taxes as part of the
council.
During the discussion on
whether or not to fill the open
seat, several council members
said people were not interested
in the seat because it is an

eight-month temporary seat
that requires running for election in November to fill the seat
through 2015 and then running
for re-election in 2015, when
Luaces’ term was scheduled to
end if they wished to stay on
the council, something that
Gray said was not a problem.
“I am running for the seat in
November,” Gray said emphatically. “The council gave me a
vote of confidence this evening,
and I will be asking the
residents of Byram to give me
a vote of confidence in

November.”
Luaces, who was elected in
2011, resigned on Feb. 12, citing
a new career endeavor not
leaving him enough time to
fully commit to the council.
Gray will not be an official
member of the council until he
accepts the nomination, fills
out the proper paperwork and
is sworn in by either the township clerk or the mayor.
When asked if he would
accept the council’s nomination, Gray didn’t hesitate.
“Absolutely,” he said.

Sussex Borough OKs $9,900
contract for water, sewer study

Visit from a special feline

By GREG WATRY
gwatry@njherald.com
SUSSEX BOROUGH — The
Sussex Borough Council on
Tuesday approved a motion to
execute a contract with CP
Engineers LLC to develop an
overview and evaluation of the
borough’s water and sewer utility to assist the governing body
in deciding the future of the
utilities.
For the work, CP Engineers,
of Sparta, will be paid $9,900
for the scope of work. Scope of
work includes: research of the
water and sewer utilities in the
borough, including an analysis
of previous utility documents; a
utility revenue analysis, where
the costs associated with operating and maintaining the
water and sewer utilities, as
well as the revenue collected
by customers, will be reviewed;
and a system description and
assessment report of the state
of the water and sewer utilities.
Sussex Borough Mayor
Jonathan Rose said the point of
the work is so the governing
body can have an accurate
understanding of the workings
and life cycle of the components of the water and sewer
systems.
The borough’s trying “to get
a handle on current and future
maintenance,” he said.

Rose said that the borough
will incorporate the Environmental Protection Agency’s
Check Up Program for Small
Systems. “It’s going to be an
end product of (the work).”
The engineering firm will
charge the borough $1,500,
which is included in the $9,900
amount, for data entry into the
EPA system.
The Check Up Program is a
free software program used as
an asset management tool for
small drinking water and
wastewater utilities.
The program’s goals, according to the EPA’s website,
include facilitating more efficient and focused utility operations, and improving financial
management to make the best
use of limited resources.
In related business, the
council also passed a motion to
authorize preparation of a bid
document for the borough’s
water and sewer utility.
While the motion does not
confirm a sale, it opens up the
opportunity for private companies to purchase the borough’s
utility system.
“There’s a lengthy process,”
said Municipal Clerk Mark
Zaschack, noting that the documents would have to be prepared; the borough would have
to solicit advertising for six

weeks; and allow interested
companies to come in and
inspect the utilities.
Council members Linda
Masson and Annette Stendor
voted against the motion.
“I have a problem with doing
this right now,” said Masson to
the council. “The residents
have seen no kind of relief ” in
their water and sewer bills.
Sussex Borough has a $420
minimum quarterly utility
charge, with $300 for sewage
and $120 for water. “Once we
turn this over are (the rates)
going to go down?” Masson
asked.
According to Masson, even if
the borough sells the water
and sewer utility to a private
company, the borough’s contract with the Sussex County
Municipal Utilities Authority
would still be valid. In a hypothetical situation, if the private
company were to go bankrupt,
the water and sewer utility contract would revert back to the
borough.
If the potential company
lets the utilities fall into disarray, the borough’s responsible,
Masson said to the council.
Council member Marina
Krynicky said in the meeting,
“We’re not agreeing to sell,
we’re just looking.”
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Frankford Elementary School first-grade student Charlie Stipo hands the Cat in the Hat
a picture of the cat he made during the Cat in the Hat’s visit to the school as they stand
in the Dr. Seuss decorated lobby in Frankford.

On Jan. 13, the Plainville
police and the Sussex County
Prosecutor’s Office executed a
search and seizure warrant at
Fragola’s home in Newton.
Police seized computers and,
through forensic analysis,
found evidence indicating
Fragola was the one creating
the fake social media accounts,
according to police.

Dravet

Continued from Page A7
“It’s a death sentence,” Paula
Joana said.
With The Love Nugget
Foundation gaining attention —
it has more than 2,700 followers
on Facebook — the Joanas are
now looking to find a face to
attach to Dravet syndrome,
someone who can take awareness to the next level.
“I don’t know how, but Katy
Perry’s song ‘Roar’ was named
as the official song for Dravet
syndrome, so I tweeted her yesterday asking if she would be
interested in helping us spread
the word,” Philip Joana said. “I
don’t know if she read it. It was
worth giving it a try.
“We need that face other than
ours. All celebrities have causes.
We’re trying to find one that will
endorse us and believe in us,” he
said.
The couple will keep fighting
for those who can’t be heard,
they said, and hope that people
will get behind them and lend a
hand.
“It takes a village to make a
change,” Paula Joana added.
DOGGY DETECTIVE
Not far from the Joanas’ home
in Hopatcong, an 11-year-old
Jefferson girl is also raising
money to help those who suffer
from seizures.
Lindsey Parete was just 5
years old when she suffered her
first grand mal seizure while at
school. Now 11, Lindsey is
accompanied by a dog that can
detect when the seizures are
coming.
“Blaze (Lindsey’s service dog)
gives her more independence,”
Lindsey’s mother, Karen Parete,
said. “The dog will alert a teacher or aide at school if it senses a
seizure coming on. It will get

people coming up to her on the
street asking her if she was a
porn star,” Mullins said.
Mullins added that it appears
Fragola was doing the same to
other female victims.
Fragola was arrested on Feb.
28 and charged with thirddegree identity theft, seconddegree harassment and second-degree stalking.
He was arraigned in Bristol
Superior Court in Connecticut
and is being held on $250,000
bond.

antsy, jump up on her, and
become protective.”
After Blaze and Lindsey were
paired up by Canine Assistants
in Atlanta, Ga., they became the
spokespeople for Mickey’s Kids
Charitable Foundation — an
organization that raises money
to help other children with seizures to be able to afford a service dog.
Having Blaze be part of
their family for the last three
years, Karen Parete said the
family wanted to help Canine
Assistance, who had lost a sponsor, and pay it forward because
of how good the dog had been for
Lindsey, so they decided to raise
money and bring another service dog to northern New Jersey
and provide it to a child in need.
No child has been selected for
the dog and it would have to be
through the Canine Assistants

organization.
Lindsey said that she believes
another child would like to have
a service dog like she does
because it provides her with a
secure feeling.
With a goal of $5,000, Lindsey
started a “Coins for Canines”
coin drive in the Jefferson
Township School District and a
GoFundMe.com page, and has
raised a little more than $3,000 so
far.
“Lindsey is just a big-hearted
child,” her mother said. “She
doesn’t want the notoriety, just to
help other kids.”
For more information on The
Love Nugget Foundation or to
make a donation visit www.
lovenuggetfoundation.org.
To make a donation to “Coins
for Canines” visit www.gofundme.com/coinsforcanines.

LITTLE KNOWN FACTS ABOUT
SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY

FACT #19
You can file for Disability in your
local SSA office, on the phone, or
online from your home or your
attorney’s office.

Watch for the next tip or see our
website for more information.

Every individual’s situation is unique.
For a no-cost consultation, call today.

Law Office of Maryjean Ellis
235 Woodport Road, Sparta, NJ 07871
973-726-9674 • 973-726-9821 fax
mjellislaw@embarqmail.com
www.thenewjerseydisabilityattorney.com
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“Through all the investigation, it appeared that he was
doing this to further his own
business interests,” Mullins
said. “He was making it seem
like this woman worked for him
in the porn industry.”
Fragola was also allegedly
superimposing the victim’s
online modeling photos on
nude images and attempting to
sell posters of her online,
Mullins said.
“He was stealing this woman’s identity and ruining her
reputation because she had
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