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Road work to begin on Route 209
BUSHKILL, Pa. — Work to rehabilitate Route 209 within
the Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area will
begin this week on a five-mile stretch of the highway north
of Dingmans Bridge.
The work will be between mile markers 17 and 21 and
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BRIEFS
Buyer at Stillwater
garage sale sought
STILLWATER — A woman
purchased items at a garage sale
on E. Walnut Drive in Stillwater
the weekend of April 25 and 26,
but left the bag of paid items
behind by mistake. Items in the
bag include an oatmeal can, dolls,
and a washboard, along with
other items that would be known
to the buyer. If this is yours,
please call 973-383-5726 to
arrange pick-up.

County clerk extends
hours for early voting
NEWTON — Registered voters who will be unable to reach
the polls on June 4 for the primary election can apply for a
mail-in/early voting ballot with
the Sussex County Clerk’s Office
in Newton.
The deadline to receive a mailin ballot by mail is Tuesday. After
that date, voters must apply for a
mail-in/early voting ballot in person. Early voting will be conducted at the clerk’s office during regular hours from 8 a.m. to
4 p.m., with extended hours
offered on Saturday, June 1, from
9 a.m. to noon. Voters also may
vote in person up until 3 p.m.
Monday, June 3.
The County Clerk’s Office is
located on the main floor of 83
Spring St., Suite 304, accessible
from either Spring Street (front
entrance) or Trinity Street (rear
entrance). For more information, call 973-579-0900 or visit
www.sussexcountyclerk.org.

include pavement patching, crack sealing and a slurry seal
application. Slurry seal is a pavement preservation treatment that seals and extends the life of the pavement.
The project also includes improved lane markings with
reflective centerline markers and a centerline rumble strip.
There will be delays and some lane closures during the
two weeks of the project, according to park officials.
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Byram road work hurts business owners
By JOE CARLSON
jcarlson@njherald.com
BYRAM — When ground
was broken for the construction
of Route 206 in Byram in 2009,
the plan was to complete the
project in two years. Four years
later, the end is in sight, with
the state saying that completion should come in August, but
those who own or run businesses along the construction
route are frustrated that they
have been negatively impacted
for so long.
“We are suffering economically like you can’t believe,”
Byram ShopRite owner David
Romano said of the construcFile photo by Amy Herzog/New Jersey Herald
tion on Route 206 and the
Angelo Inglima, owner of Discount Tire II in Byram, seen here downed economy. “It was a douin a 2011 photo, said business has slowed due to continual road ble whammy.”
work on Route 206.
Romano, who also is a part-

ner in owning the entire Byram
Plaza Shopping Center, the
largest taxpayer in the township, said all the tenants in the
center are hurting financially,
and their rents have had to be
adjusted to reflect the losses
that all are taking.
“How do you do business
when the road is torn apart?”
Romano asked. He said every
day he hopes his wife won’t ask
him to pick up something on the
way home from his office in
Ledgewood, so that he can travel home on Route 15 instead of
coming through Byram during
rush hour.
In April, the Township
Council requested a public
meeting with the state
Department of Transportation
and the contractor, Tilcon Inc.,

Family day slated
at wildlife refuge
VERNON — Friends of
Wallkill River National Wildlife
Refuge invite the community to
come to Junior Refuge Manager
Day on Sunday, June 2, from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. Find out about the
wildlife of the refuge with activities, games and demonstrations
about mammals, insects and
amphibians. The free event will
be held at the refuge headquarters at 1547 County Road 565,
rain or shine. For more information about the day, contact the
refuge weekdays at 973-702-7266,
ext. 10, or visit the Friends of
Wallkill River’s Facebook page.

Summer reading
signups start Saturday
NEWTON — Summer reading
signups begin Saturday at all six
branches of the Sussex County
Library System. Children ages 6
months through sixth grade are
invited to Dig Into Reading, teens
entering grades 7-12 are challenged to look Beneath the
Surface and adults will encounter
Groundbreaking Reads. For full
details, stop by your local branch
or check out www.sussexcountylibrary.org.

Fredon Day 5K Run
to aid lacrosse club
FREDON — As part of Fredon
Day on Saturday, there will be a
5K Run/Walk in Lodestar Park on
Stillwater Road and Route 94 to
support the Kittatinny Lacrosse
Club.
Families of all ages are encouraged to participate. The event will
be held rain or shine. Race-day
registration begins at 8 a.m. The
race begins at 9 a.m. The cost is
$18 per person or $45 per family
(max six) if you pre-register by
May 29. Race day fees are $20 per
person or $50 per family.
For more information, call 973222-1291.

See BYRAM, Page A9

Festival
to feature
state’s
flora, fauna

Fire departments to
host breakfast, dinner
HAMBURG — The Hamburg
Fire Department will host a
steak, clam and chicken dinner at
the Hamburg Fire Pavilion, on
Route 23 South, on Saturday,
June 8.
Doors will open at 3 p.m. and
food will be served at 4 p.m.
Tickets are $40. Beer, wine,
soda and entertainment will be
included.
For more information, call
973-827-5577.
•••
MILFORD, Pa. — The
Dingmans
Township
Fire
Department will host breakfast
from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. Sunday,
June 2, at the firehouse, 680 Log
Tavern Road. A menu of eggs,
French toast, pancakes, bacon,
sausage and more will be served.
The cost is $6 for adults, $3 for
kids 3-12 and free for kids under 3.
For more information, call 570686-3696.

so that they could explain to
township businesses why the
construction was taking so long
to complete.
After that initial meeting was
denied, Mayor James Oscovitch
sent a second letter to DOT
Commissioner
James
S.
Simpson once again requesting
a meeting and asking that the
DOT create a business assistance component to the project
to “assure that information is
disseminated to the owners
affected by this project.”
Oscovitch also suggested
that the businesses should be
helped with advertising in an
effort to compensate them for
the “lack of growth” that they
may have experienced throughout the duration of the project.
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Emily Valentino, a fifth-grader at Green Hills School, arranges teddy bears Friday prior to distributing them to local law
enforcement agencies in Kerstin Martinka’s classroom. Emily collected the bears to raise awareness for missing persons.
Martinka’s class collected the most bears out of all the classes in the school with a total of 72 bears.

Girl’s generosity helps comfort
missing, frightened children
By JOE CARLSON
jcarlson@njherald.com
GREEN — Close to 300
donated teddy bears were
piled on the floor of a
classroom at Green Hills
School on Friday as fifthgrader Emily Valentino distributed them to local law
enforcement agencies.
“I think it is amazing and I
can’t believe that everybody
contributed,” Emily said.
“Sometimes you don’t know if
they care or not. With the
amount we got I can’t believe
it. Everyone has been so
supportive.”
Emily believed that since
Saturday
was
National

Missing Children Day, it was a
great opportunity to help raise
awareness for families with
members who have gone
missing and money for an
organization that helps find
them. She dedicated her
efforts to her deceased aunt,
who went missing in 2006.
Emily placed boxes in the
school for students in all
grades to donate new teddy
bears that were distributed to
the Sussex County Sheriff ’s
Office, the Newton Police
Department and the Andover
Police Department, to be
given to children who were
lost, missing or have experienced any occurrence in their
lives where the police had

been called.
Boxes also were placed at
all of the Newton and Andover
schools.
In addition, Green Hills
School social worker Tiffany
Lutz had students she counsels in Belvidere put together
a box of bears, and a preschool
in North Carolina that saw a
flier through the CUE Center
for Missing Persons also took
part in the project and sent
bears that it collected.
“It’s great if we have a child
that was involved or was a
victim of a crime to give them
a little support. It’s a stressful
situation for a child of a victim
of a crime,” Newton Police
Detective Joseph D’Annibale

Engineering, architecture firm
opens headquarters in Sparta
SPARTA — CP Engineers
and Architecture recently held
a ribbon-cutting ceremony and
open house at its new company
headquarters at 35 Sparta Ave.
The event was attended by
customers, business associates,
friends and dignitaries.
“This is a very exciting time
for our company, said Joe
Toscano, a managing partner of
the firm. “In the past year, we
have made several small acquisitions, started several new
business ventures, relocated
our corporate headquarters
and, most importantly, we have
continued to foster growth and
employment opportunities in
the community.”
CP
Engineers
and
Architecture has grown its
organization to more than 20
employees since its acquisition
of Cerenzio and Panaro a year
ago on May 21.
“Today’s celebration isn’t just
about our new location, it’s

about all that this company and
our incredible group of people
have accomplished over the
past 12 months,” said Ray
Roggero, a managing partner of
the firm.
When asked what makes CP
Engineers and Architecture
unique, Stan Puszcz, also a
managing partner of the firm,
said, “It’s all about customer
service and interaction. Many
companies refuse to change
their approach to business even
though the environment around
them is constantly changing. As
a company, you must be flexible
and help your customers navigate through and foster change.
Our customers deserve the best
that we can offer and anything
less is unacceptable.”
In addition to competitive
pricing and exceptional customer service, CP Engineers and
Architecture always has a managing partner of the company
involved in every contract with

every customer.
“Ownership of the firm is
always involved with every customer. There is nothing more
important to the ownership of
this firm than a customer’s
complete satisfaction,” Puszcz
said.
The company works hard to
understand its clients’ needs,
and every job is conducted within scope, on schedule and within
budget, Toscano said. The firm
also ensures that its staff is well
taken care of and has a great
place to work.
CP
Engineering
and
Architecture has a wide range
of experience and capabilities in
architecture, water supply,
resources planning and distribution, wastewater collection
and plumbing, civil and environmental engineering.
CP
Engineering
and
Architecture can be reached at
973-300-9003.

said. “Police stations can be
scary sometimes, police officers can appear to be scary
sometimes. I think it is a good
thing that we can come out
and make a bad feeling a little
bit warmer.”
Each homeroom also had
envelopes so that students
and families could donate
money to the CUE Center, a
national nonprofit group that
searches and advocates for
the missing and that was a key
factor in finding Emily’s aunt.
Emily’s
mother,
Lisa
Valentino, said about $400 was
raised in donations and money
was still coming in.
See DONATION, Page A9

FRANKFORD — The
eighth annual Sussex County
Birding and Nature Festival
will be held June 8-9 at the
Richards Building at the
Sussex County Fairgrounds
on Plains Road.
At the fairgrounds there
will be several displays and a
free marketplace from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Sunday. For the first
time this year, there will be
several free short presentations on flora and fauna of
New Jersey.
On both days there also
will be several hour-long
nature walks on the nearby
rail-trail.
Nearly a dozen field trips
to view birds, butterflies or
dragonflies will leave from
the building for various locations in the county. Those
off-fairgrounds trips range
from a canoe trip on
Mashipacong Bog to a birding trip to Stokes State
Forest to geocaching in
Kittitinny Valley State Park.
The schedule of trips and a
registration form are available at www.sussexbirdingandnature.com.
Sussex County is home to
more species of dragonflies
and damsel flies than any
other county in the United
States.
The area also is home to
endangered bird species,
and there is a wide variety of
warblers, vireos, tangers,
grosbeaks, grassland sparrows, bobolink, towhees and
flycatchers.
Among partners, The
Nature Conservancy and the
New Jersey Audubon Society
will lead field trips to
their own preserves, while
the Ridge and Valley
Conservancy and the Sussex
County Board of Agriculture
have helped arrange trips to
some of the farms.
Participants should bring
along binoculars and cameras and be prepared for hiking
with appropriate footwear
and water/snacks.
CP
Engineers
& Architecture
held a
ribboncutting
ceremony
Tuesday
at its new
location at
35 Sparta
Ave., Sparta.
Sussex
County
Chamber of
Commerce
President
Tammie
Horsfield,
left,
presents
Joe Toscano,
managing
partner,
with the
ribbon
used in the
ceremony.
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