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BRIEFS
Labor commissioner
visits Sussex Tech
SPARTA — State Labor
Commissioner Hal Wirths, a former Sussex County freeholder,
visited the Sussex County
Technical School on Wednesday
to mark National Career and
Technical Education Month.
His visit coincided with a
leadership conference meeting
of the New Jersey SkillsUSA
Association, of which the Sussex
County
Technical
School
SkillsUSA Chapter is an affiliate.
SkillsUSA is a national, nonprofit partnership of students,
teachers and industry working
together to assist teachers and
high school and college students who are preparing for
careers in trade, technical and
skilled service occupations,
including health occupations.
Wirths, who lives in Wantage,
attended the same leadership
conference at the school last
year.

SCCC’s ‘Opera in the
Movies’ canceled
NEWTON — “Opera in the
Movies — The Sequel,” presented by New Jersey State Opera
and scheduled for Friday night
at Sussex County Community
College’s Performing Arts
Center, has been canceled.
Due to unforeseen recent
events beyond SCCC’s control,
the New Jersey State Opera has
had to cancel the concert. Those
who have purchased tickets for
this performance will be issued
a full refund.
Dr. Jason Tramm, former
music director and maestro of
the New Jersey State Opera,
has agreed to present an operatic concert with the same
theme, “Opera at the Movies,”
on Saturday, April 20, at 8 p.m.
This new concert will take place
at the Performing Arts Center
at Sussex County Community
College.
Tickets and more information
about this new concert will be
available soon at www.sussex.
edu. Sales will begin at 10 a.m.
March 1. For this, or any of
SCCC’s other programming,
call the SCCC Box Office at
973-300-3171.

Park rangers to run
sobriety checkpoints
Superintendent John J.
Donahue announced that park
rangers at Delaware Water Gap
National Recreation Area will
be undertaking a targeted
enforcement operation to
reduce the number of impaired
drivers on park roads over the
upcoming holiday weekend.
“The use of sobriety checkpoints is an effective method for
removing impaired drivers from
our roads in an effort to make
them safer for park visitors,
employees, local residents and
commuters,” Donahue said.
While vehicles are stopped at
checkpoints, rangers will make
every effort to ensure stops will
be brief to minimize any inconvenience. If alcohol or drug use
is detected, rangers can arrest
the driver on a charge of operating under the influence.

Walpack Inn to host
dine to donate event
WALPACK — The Walpack
Inn is hosting a dine to donate
event Feb. 23 to help raise
money for the Trooper Curtis
Rohel Scholarship fund. Anyone
who brings am event flyer will
have 10 percent of their bill
donated.
Trooper Curtis Rohel, No.
6923, lost his life suddenly in a
tragic accident Feb. 24, 2008. As
a result, a memorial scholarship
has been made in his memory to
help those who hold the same
dreams and ambitions as Rohel.
A voucher can be printed
online at www.walpackinn.com.

Byram Lakes registration packets ready for pickup
BYRAM — Kindergarten and first grade registration packets for Byram
Lakes Elementary School are available for pickup today and Friday at the
school.
At that time appointments will be made for registration, which will take
place on March 4 and 5.
Further information is available by calling 973-347-1019, ext. 2400, or visiting
www.byramschools.org.
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County OKs grants to social service agencies
By BRUCE A. SCRUTON
bscruton@njherald.com
NEWTON — The Board of
Chosen Freeholders approved
nearly $200,000 in grants to a
half-dozen social service agencies for the coming year.
The $193,250 approved during Wednesday’s board meeting is the same amount
approved for 2012 when 10
agencies received funding, but
is substantially less than the
$301,955 approved in 2010.
This money comes directly
from county taxpayers through
the county’s general fund and is
separate from the state and
federal grants funneled through
the county.
The six grants were awarded
after review of 15 written pro-

posals presented to the Human
Services Citizens Advisory
Council in mid-November.
The agencies and the amount
of grants being received are:
Advance Housing, $23,942
(received $32,000 last year);
Family Promise of Sussex
County, $12,300 (received $7,872
last year); Legal Services of
Northwest Jersey, $7,123
(received $5,846 last year);
NewBridge Services, $65,000;
NORWESCAP, $50,000 (received
$32,000 last year); and Skylands
Ride, $34,885.
HSAC has been an advisory
group to the freeholders for
many years with the responsibility of reviewing grant
requests and making recommendations to the freeholder

board based on how much
money will be made available
by the board.
Christine Florio, the council’s coordinator and an employee of the county’s Human
Services Department, said the
council created a subcommittee in March that developed a
survey of residents and service
providers to determine what
services are needed in the
county and prioritized a list of
those needs.
More than 1,380 surveys
were returned and a meeting
was held with service providers
to be sure all information about
all needs was included in the
final needs assessment.
The priority list was topped
by transportation needs, fol-

lowed by mental health services, care for pre-school and children with developmental
issues, respite care and affordable housing.
When the 15 proposals were
submitted in November, the
council compared the proposals against the list as well as the
amount of money available.
“It was very difficult for
them,” Florio said of the council’s work. “There are so many
needs out there and not nearly
enough money.”
In 2010, the county budget set
aside $301,955 for grants and
the number dropped to $241,563
in 2011. While the 2013 county
budget has not been finalized,
County Administrator John
Eskilson said the freeholders

Ash Wednesday blessings
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The Rev. Robert Griner marks the sign of the cross on an attendee during Ash Wednesday service at
Christ Episcopal Church on Church Street in Newton.

Wastewater plant an issue in Sparta
By ERIC OBERNAUER
eobernauer@njherald.com
SPARTA — The Township
Council will soon have a decision to make on whether to
invest in upgrades to the
White Deer Plaza wastewater
treatment facility or to convert
the facility to one that would
strictly collect water and send
it for treatment elsewhere.
Although most wastewater
in the town gets treated at the
Sussex County Municipal
Utilities Authority plant in
Hardyston, wastewater from
White Deer Plaza and a portion of the surrounding Town
Center is treated directly by
the plant itself.
But with the plant approaching the end of its useable life of
30 years, the township is nearing the point where it will have
to invest a significant amount
of money to bring the plant
into compliance with state
regulations or else have it
decommissioned and converted to a facility that would send
the water directly to SCMUA.
Either option will cost
money.

To help inform its decision,
the council will undertake the
study with the aid of a recently
approved grant of $50,000 from
the New Jersey Highlands
Council, whose 15 appointees
are tasked by law with implementing the Highlands Water
Protection and Planning Act of
2004. “All costs of the study are
being funded by grants,”
said Township Administrator
David Troast.
To conduct the study, the
Township Council approved a
resolution Monday to retain
the services of a team of
outside experts from CP
Engineers, of Sparta. The firm
will assist the township staff in
evaluating the costs associated with upgrading the plant
or converting it to a facility
geared strictly to the collection and conveyance of wastewater.
Stan Puszcz, managing
partner of CP Engineers, outlined the parameters of the
study for township officials at
Monday’s council meeting.
“The question is: Do you
want to continue to operate
the plant?” Puszcz said. “It

A Valentine’s Day surprise

requires a licensed operator. It
requires maintenance. It has
liability exposure because you
are discharging wastewater
into the Wallkill River. A deviation from a discharge standard is a violation, which is an
enforceable infraction. By getting into the collection and
conveyance business only, as
opposed to treatment, you
eliminate that liability and
simplify the process dramatically. You’ll still have a licensed
collection system operator, but
you’ll no longer have to deal
with the treatment side of the
equation.”
While the study will initially
delve into engineering and
technical considerations, any
decision by the council will, in
the final analysis, come down
to dollars and cents.
“A fiscal decision to be made
upfront will be whether to
invest money into an existing
plant, upgrade it for functionality and compliance — or
instead, do you invest the
money in converting that plant
into a collection system and
conveyance system only?”
Puszcz said.
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Stillwater resident Suzanne Lee spotted this heart shape
in the pond behind her house last Valentine’s Day.

Aside from the White Deer
Plaza plant, there are no other
wastewater treatment plants
in Sparta. The balance of the
Town Center not served by the
plant is serviced by collection
lines and pumping stations
that send wastewater directly
to the SCMUA plant in
Hardyston.
But whether it continues to
treat water or instead is used
strictly to collect the water
and send it elsewhere, the current plant still will retain its
ability to handle up to 50,000
gallons per day, Puszcz said.
And that, he said, “is a
valuable proposition for a
Town Center because it’s a
desirable condition for economic development.”
As a township resident,
Puszcz formerly served as
vice chairman of the Sparta
Planning Board in the late
1990s. Troast said Puszcz’s
knowledge of the town was
one of the reasons the township staff recommended his
firm for the job.
See SPARTA, Page A8

wanted the same amount set
aside for grants this year,
$193,250, as the 2012 awards.
Two of the groups receiving
money are new this year.
Skylands Ride, the county’s
transit system received its
money because transportation
was ranked highest among
needs.
“Transportation is a huge
issue here,” Florio said. “It’s a
huge need for lower-income
people to get around.”
She said the money will help
fund the new Saturday bus service, which will give those who
need public transportation an
extra day to get to services they
otherwise couldn’t.
See GRANTS, Page A8

SCARC lauds
community
leaders,
Thorlabs
FRANKFORD — Monsignor
Kieran McHugh of Pope John
XXIII High School; Carolyn
Ottenbreit, senior financial
adviser at Merrill Lynch; and
Thorlabs will be presented leadership awards at this year’s
SCARC Foundation Annual
Leadership Awards Celebration
to be held on March 14.
Additionally, SCARC board
member
Michael
Tilton will
receive a
lifetime
achievement
award. The
honorees
will be recognized, not
only for their
support of
McHUGH
SCARC
Foundation
mission, but
to the
Sussex
County
community
as a whole,
according to
a news
release.
The event
will be held
OTTENBREIT
at Perona
Farms, 350
Andover
Sparta Road
in Andover,
and will
feature
keynote
speaker
Byron Pitts,
chief national correspondent of CBS
TILTON
Evening
News. Emceeing the evening
will be Fox and Friends First
anchor Heather Childers.
The event will begin with a
reception and silent auction at 6
p.m., with dinner and awards
starting at 7 p.m. All the proceeds raised by this event will
support SCARC Inc. and SCARC
Guardianship Services Inc.,
whose mission is to support the
needs of those with developmental disabilities. Tickets are
$175 per person and $300 per
couple and can be purchased by
calling the SCARC Foundation
Inc. office at 973-383-7442, ext.
260.
Once again, there is an online
auction, which began Monday,
See SCARC, Page A8

County clerk sends Vernon
second bill for ballot mistake
By ROB JENNINGS
rjennings@njherald.com

Vernon church to offer
solar energy seminar
VERNON — St. Thomas
Episcopal Church will be hold a
solar power seminar in the
church community room at 307
Route 94 at 11:15 a.m. Sunday.
The program will discuss the
steps needed to install solar
power including the overall savings on energy costs. All New
Jersey homeowners are welcome to attend.
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Sussex County Clerk Jeff
Parrott is making a second try at
recovering the cost of correcting
an election ballot mistake made
by Vernon Township last fall.
Parrott said he sent a second
$5,728 bill to Mayor Vic Marotta
on Tuesday after not getting a
response to the county’s first bill,
sent Jan. 9.
“I just want to collect what’s
due us,” Parrott said.
The township’s ballot mistake,
which involved a salary ordinance question that was defeated by voters Nov. 6, resulted in

the county recalibrating election
machines and sending “do-over”
absentee ballots to more than
200 township voters.
Phone calls to Marotta and
Business Administrator Gerald
Giaimis were not returned
Wednesday.
Marotta, in an interview last
fall, said the township would
refuse to pay and challenged
Parrott to pursue the matter in
court.
Parrott, on Wednesday, said
he is “hopeful” the county will
receive the payment.
While the bill did not stipulate
a deadline, Parrott said he decid-

ed to second a second notice
after 30 days passed without a
response from the township.
The error was made on a ballot question in which voters
rejected proposed pay increases
for Marotta and five council
members and blocked potential
raises for more than a dozen
department heads and other
employees.
The ballot question resulted
from a successful petition drive
by more than 1,000 residents to
reconsider the 2012 salary ordinance unanimously adopted by
the council last winter.
See BILL, Page A8

A—8 / Obituaries / Local

NEW JERSEY HERALD

Sparta

OBITUARIES
Deaths

Funeral Home. Funeral service:
Friday, 11 a.m., at the funeral
home. Cremation will be private.

CAFFREY, KATHLEEN S., 64,
of Sussex, died Monday, Feb.
11, 2013. Funeral services:
Monday, 10 a.m., Pinkel Funeral
Home, Sussex. Mass of
Christian Burial will follow at
11 a.m. at Our Lady of Fatima
R.C. Church, Highland Lakes.
Interment at Deckertown-Union
Cemetery. Visitation: Sunday,
2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m., at the
funeral home.

Ruth Mary
Douglas

DOUGLAS, RUTH MARY, 81,
of Hopatcong, died Monday,
Feb. 11, 2013. Life Celebration:
Saturday, 10 a.m. to noon,
Leber-Lakeside Funeral Home,
Landing. Prayer service:
Saturday, noon, at the funeral
home. Ruth will be laid to rest at
Bevans Cemetery in Sandyston
Township, immediately following
the prayer service on Saturday.
KIMBLE, FLORENCE B., 70, of
Newton, died Tuesday, Feb. 12,
2013. Services and interment
are private and under the
direction of Smith-McCracken
Funeral Home.
OBSHARSKI, DOROTHY M.,
84, of Andover, died Tuesday,
Feb. 12, 2013. Visitation: Friday,
4 to 8 p.m., Cochran Funeral
Home, Hackettstown. Funeral
services: Saturday, 12:30 p.m.,
at the funeral home. Interment
will follow at Pequest Union
Cemetery, Great Meadows.

Services
ARMSTRONG, MARGARET M.:
Mass of Christian Burial:
Saturday, 10 a.m., St. Monica
R.C. Church, Sussex. Interment
at Clove Cemetery. Visitation:
Friday, 6 to 8 p.m., Pinkel
Funeral Home, Sussex.
BEEMER, ROSE: Funeral
services: Friday, 11 a.m.,
Smith-McCracken Funeral Home,
Newton. Interment will be held in
North Hardyston Cemetery.
Visitation, Today, 2 to 4 and 6 to 8
p.m., at the funeral home.
BUCH, HOLLAND ELIZABETH:
Celebration of life: Saturday,
2 to 5 p.m., Hamilton Park Hotel
& Conference Center, Florham
Park.
CILURSO, PAUL C.: Memorial
service: Sunday, noon, Sgt.
Francis M. Glynn American
Legion Post 132, Franklin.
DALRYMPLE, CATHERINE V.:
Memorial service: Saturday, 1:30
p.m., Andover United Methodist
Church.
ROLAF-HOFMANN, ROBBIN
LISA: Celebration of Life
Ceremony: Saturday, 4:30 p.m.,
Yellow Frame Church, Newton.
Friends of the deceased may
start to arrive at 4 p.m. to reflect
with the family.
ROUWENDAL, HENRY G. JR.:
Visitation: Today, 2 to 4 and
7 to 9 p.m., Ferguson-Vernon

HOPATCONG — Ruth Mary
Douglas passed away Monday,
Feb. 11, 2013, at St. Clare’s
Hospital, Dover Campus. She
was 81.
Born in Livingston on Sept.
4, 1931, to the late Thomas and
Helen Elsum, Ruth resided in
Caldwell where she graduated
from Caldwell High School
prior to moving to Lake
Hiawatha, Mt. Arlington and
Bonita Springs, Fla., before
residing in Hopatcong for the
last nine years. Ruth was a
homemaker whose greatest
joy was spending time with her
family.
Devoted wife of the late
Stephen Jr.; beloved mother
of Stephen III and wife, Lucy,
John and wife, Corinna, Jed
and wife, Nancy, David and
wife, Veronica and Scott and
wife, Moira; dear sister of
Dorothy Reiman, the late
Virginia Cherkin and the late
Jane Elsum; adoring grandmother of 14 and great-grandmother of 11.
Relatives and friends are
invited to share in Ruth’s Life
Celebration on Saturday, from
10 a.m. to noon, at LeberLakeside Funeral Home,
Landing. A prayer service
will be offered at noon at the
funeral home. Ruth will be laid
to rest at Bevans Cemetery in
Sandyston Township, immediately following the prayer
service on Saturday. For
further information and to
share a fond memory, please
visit www.leberlakeside.com.

Dorothy M.
Obsharski
ANDOVER — Dorothy M.
Obsharski, 84, of Andover, died
Tuesday, Feb. 12, 2013, at her
residence. Dorothy was born
June 22, 1928, in Jersey City.
She was the daughter of the
later Anthony and Antoinette
Narucka Pawlowski.
Dorothy lived in the
Great Meadows section of
Independence Township most
of her adult life and was a
member of St. Nicholas
Ukranian Church in Great
Meadows.
She is survived by her son,
Joseph, and his wife, Monica,
of Branchville; as well as three
loving grandchildren, Monique
Obsharski and Erica and
Wesley Smith. Dorothy was
predeceased by her husband,
Michael, in 1994, and her
daughter, Marie Steckel, in
1999.
Visiting hours will be from
4 to 8 p.m. Friday at Cochran
Funeral Home, 905 High St.,
Hackettstown. Funeral
services will be at 12:30 p.m.
Saturday at the funeral home.
Interment will follow at
Pequest Union Cemetery,
Great Meadows. Online
condolences may be made at
www.cochranfuneral.com.

Terri Stellingwerf
August 1, 1945 –
February 14, 2012

Beloved Sister
& Friend
Gone Forever…
Yet Forever on our minds
and in our hearts

Love,
Jerri & George

Continued from Page A7

Florence B.
Kimble
NEWTON — Florence B.
Kimble, 70, of Newton, died
Tuesday, Feb. 12, 2013, at
home.
Born in Paterson, Florence
lived in Andover before moving
to Newton in 1994. She was a
housewife, worked as a lunch
lady at Andover Regional
School, and
then worked
as a certified home
health aide.
Most of all,
she was a
loving mom
and grandma who
loved taking
care of her
KIMBLE
children and
grandchildren. Mrs. Kimble enjoyed
trips to Atlantic City on the
Senior Bus and also enjoyed
garage sales.
The daughter of the late
William H. and Sarah Kimble,
Mrs. Kimble also was predeceased by a baby, Anthony
Vincent, and her son-in-law,
Harry S. Kinney III, in 2007.
She is survived by four
daughters, Dora Jean Sinacore
of Hopatcong, Julie Fliegel
and husband, Jeff, of Milford,
Pa., Paula Kinney of Augusta,
and Sandra Ziolkowski of
Dingmans Ferry, Pa.; her son,
Vincent Sinacore Jr., and wife,
Tammy, of Branchville; and 11
grandchildren.
Services and interment are
private and under the direction
of Smith-McCracken Funeral
Home, 63 High St., Newton.
Memorial donations may be
made to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital, 262 Danny
Thomas Place, Memphis, TN
38105. Online condolences may
be offered at www.smithmccrackenfuneralhome.com.

Kathleen S.
Caffrey
SUSSEX — Kathleen S.
Caffrey, 64, passed away
Monday, Feb. 11, 2013, at Saint
Clare’s Hospital in Denville.
Born in Rahway on June 12,
1948, Ms. Caffrey had lived in
Morristown before moving to
Sussex County in 1996. She
had been a member of the
Order of the Sisters of Charity
of St. Elizabeth and then The
Order of Dominican Sisters of
Caldwell. She also was a
member of Our Lady of Fatima
R.C. Church as well as the
Legion of Mary. Ms. Caffrey
had been a religious education
teacher and most recently was
a home health aide.
Ms. Caffrey was predeceased by her sister, Diane
Carty. She is survived by her
niece, Tara Carty, of Sussex;
her cousins, Ann Caffrey of
Rahway and Rita Caffrey of
Melbourne Beach, Fla.
Funeral services will be held
at 10 a.m. Monday at Pinkel
Funeral Home, 31 Bank St.
(Route 23), Sussex. Mass of
Christian Burial will follow at
11 a.m. at Our Lady of Fatima
R.C. Church, 185 Breakneck
Road, Highland Lakes.
Interment at DeckertownUnion Cemetery. Friends may
pay their respects to the family
from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m.
Sunday at the funeral home. In
lieu of flowers, the family
requests that memorial
donations may be made to Our
Lady of Fatima R.C. Church,
185 Breakneck Road, Highland
Lakes, NJ 07422. Online
condolences may be offered to
the family on www.pinkelfuneralhome.com.
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To submit an obituary,
contact the newsroom at 973383-1500, ext. 31899, or email
obituaries@njherald.com.

RESIDENTS INCENSED BY
SERVICE ELECTRIC CHARGES
The Township Council also
heard Monday from several
residents who were irate at
being charged by Service
Electric Cablevision for periods
during which they were unable
to receive service because of
extended power outages in the
aftermath of Hurricane Sandy.
One resident, who was upset
at receiving a mere $13 credit
for the nearly 10 days he was
without power, said he complained to the company and
was told that “it was by the
good graciousness of SECTV
that they decided to give me
this credit, which they weren’t
obligated to give.” The resident
called the company’s response
“the worst customer service
I’ve ever seen.”
Deputy
Mayor
Molly
Whilesmith said Monday that
members of the Township
Council were planning to put
their names behind a resolution similar to one recently
approved in Andover Township
calling for reimbursement for
Sandy-related service outages.
Township officials acknowledged that they have little
direct leverage over SECTV,
whose 10-year franchise agreement with the town has almost
seven years remaining.
Councilman Jerry Murphy,
for his part, said when the town
renewed SECTV’s franchise in

Bill
Continued from Page A7
It listed the current salaries
of the employees and their
potential raises under a “range”
authorized by the council.
After ballots were finalized by
the county, Marotta told the
New Jersey Herald that the ballot incorrectly listed tax assessor Lynne Schweighardt as getting a potential increase of up to
$15,000.
In fact, Schweighardt was
being paid $85,000, meaning that
her proposed salary range —
from $80,000 to $90,000 — would
have resulted in no greater than
a $5,000 increase.
A
township
employee
acknowledged sending incorrect information on the ballot
question to the county clerk’s
office.
Parrott, upon learning of the
mistake from reading the news-

Grants
Continued from Page A7
“If you’re working Monday
to Friday, and rely on the bus,
when do you get your prescription, when do you see your doctor, when do you do shopping?”
she asked.
Also new on the grants list is
NewBridge Services, which is
being funded for mental health
services, from their office in
Knolls Heights in Sparta.
Florio said those whose
requests were not granted
were given the opportunity to
meet with a council member
and staff to explain the decision-making process.
She said just two of the nine
groups that did not receive
funds asked for the review.
The Center for Prevention
and Counseling, which traditionally had received money,
had asked for $49,500 this year
but did not make the final cut.

SCARC
Continued from Page A7
and will run through Thursday,
March 14. Visit www.biddingforgood.com/scarcfoundation
for more information.
SCARC Inc. and SCARC
Guardianship Services Inc.
serve more than 750 children
and adults with developmental
disabilities and their families.

Serving Andover and Lafayette
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With the Sparta Historical
Society close to completing its
acquisition of the Van Kirk
House, society President Ed
Fritsch laid out his vision
Monday of operating the house,
which is more than 200 years
old, as a showcase of local history. He envisions operating it
as a museum to which schoolchildren and adults alike would
have access.
But pulling it all off, he said,
will require additional money
for which the society is appealing to the town for additional
assistance.
The acquisition of the house,
which the society has operated
for the past several years under
a lease agreement with the

Board of Education, concludes
an on-again, off-again dispute
with the school board. The
board originally acquired both
the house and surrounding
farm on Route 517 several
years ago to serve as a site for
the new middle school that was
constructed there.
The Board of Education and
Historical Society have since
worked out an agreement that
will see both the house and the
few remaining acres of surrounding property transferred
to the society in the near future.
“The town has been very
kind to us, but there are other
fees,” Fritsch said, adding that
the society’s limited funds
come mostly from the membership dues it collects. Fritsch
said he would like the town to
assist in covering the cost of
insurance as well as a $5,000
start-up fund for the coming
year.
Township
Administrator
David Troast said that “because
we don’t own the property, I’m
not sure if we can insure it.”
But Troast said if directed by
the council, he would see that
$5,000 was set aside in the coming year’s budget to assist the
society with the anticipated
costs of operating the house in
the coming year.
Township officials said an
additional source of funds for
the society could come from
outside grants for which the
council is considering retaining
the services of a grants-writing
consultant.

paper, ordered the voting
machines recalibrated to reflect
the change and absentee ballots
reprinted. He said he was concerned that allowing the mistake to remain could taint the
outcome, and possibly provide
grounds for a legal challenge
Prior to being notified of the
mistake, Parrott’s office sent
468 absentee ballots to township
residents and slightly more than
200 had been returned.
The $5,728 bill was calculated
based on the costs associated
with preparing the do-over
absentee ballots, since voters
were given the option of resubmitting their forms, and recalibrating election machines with
the correct information.
Parrott’s second attempt to
bill the township plays into a
broader local debate over
whether Marotta, or the council,
has authority over paying bills.
Municipal attorney Kevin
Kelly has said that, under
Vernon’s form of government,

paying bills is a function of the
mayor’ office.
Councilman Dan Kadish,
often the lone dissenting voice
on the council, said the bill
should be paid.
“Why this should go on is
beyond me,” Kadish said.
Kadish, who disagreed with
Parrott’s decision to bill the
township, mused that the county, “perhaps to be magnanimous,” would agree to split the
cost.
Parrott, though, has said he
would not want to set a precedent of billing county residents
for an election balloting mistake
made by a single municipality.
The glitch did not affect
the outcome of the ballot question, which was resoundingly
defeated.
A total of 9,136 Vernon residents, or 86.9 percent, voted
against it, while only 1,377 or
13.1 percent voted in favor,
according to the official election
results.

Sparta a few years ago, township officials wanted to award
no more than a 2-year renewal.
But, he said, the state Board of
Public Utilities “kowtowed”
and determined that any
renewal needed to be for a minimum of 10 years.
But Township Attorney
Thomas Ryan suggested the
town was not entirely without
recourse.
“In those negotiations, they
did agree to report at least
annually to this council and
therefore the council is certainly within their rights to call
them in to report on issues of
service in compliance with the
contract,” Ryan said.
Members of the Township
Council said they would look
into doing so in the near future.
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
APPEALS FOR HELP

“First, I want to say the process was comprehensive and
fair, even though we didn’t get
any money,” said Barbara
Adolphe, executive director of
the center. “It really was a really good process. There’s just
not enough money in our county to fund what needs to be
funded.”
She said the type of client
served by the center — those
who can be helped with a few
months of out-patient counseling — were not high enough on
the priority list.
“Working with those who
have mental issues is not a
one-size fits all,” she said.
“We are not equipped to work
with the chronic, persistent
mental health disorders. I’m
glad NewBridge is now in our
county.”
She said the loss of funding
has affected staffing for this
year, but “we’re working on
getting other grants, like we’re
always working on getting
other grants.”
Currently, SCARC has 22
group homes in Sussex County
and operates eight day programs. In addition, SCARC
also runs many recreational
activities including swimming,
bowling, power-lifting, track
and field and holiday dances.
Also, through the Pro-Se program, last year SCARC
Guardianship Services helped
more than 75 families become
the legal guardian of their disabled child.
For more information about
SCARC Foundation, contact
Chris Hemmer at 973-383-7442,
ext. 260, or chemmer@scarc.org.

View our on-line
obituaries and express
your condolences,
pay tribute or share
memories by signing
the guest book.

POLICE REPORTS
Speeding results
in DWI charge
for Hopatcong man
HOPATCONG — While driving
North on Brooklyn Mountain
road at 11:56 p.m. Feb. 12, Sgt.
Meghan Antonello saw a vehicle
exceeding the speed limit while
weaving back and forth.
Antonello stopped the vehicle
and found the driver, Frederick
Macco, 41, of Hopatcong, to be
impaired. Macco was given field
sobriety tests and subsequently
arrested for driving while intoxicated. He was charged with DWI,
speeding and reckless driving.
Macco was transported to
Hopatcong Police headquarters
where he was processed and
released to a friend without
incident.

Newton man faces
multiple charges
in accident
BYRAM — The Byram
Township Police Department
responded to a report of a motor
vehicle accident at 10 Cabin
Springs Terrace at 6:03 p.m.
Feb. 12.
One of the individuals
involved in the accident was
reported to be suffering from a
medical condition. After one of
the officers arrived, the driver of
the vehicle, Alexander J. Ezzo,
24, of Newton, punched the
owner of the property who tried
to stop Ezzo from driving away
from the scene. Officers then
attempted to gain custody of
Ezzo who resisted the officers’
attempts to handcuff him. Ezzo
was eventually handcuffed and
in the process, he bit one of the
Byram police officers on the
arm.
Ezzo was transported to the
hospital for evaluation by the
Lakeland Emergency Squad.
He was charged with the following and released pending a
mandatory Byram Township
Municipal Court date: aggravated assault on a police officer,
simple assault, resisting arrest,
being under the influence of
CDS, driving while suspended,
careless driving, failure to keep
right and possession of a suspended driver’s license.

